Thank you for considering our Waiting Child Program for your adoption!

Waiting Children

· 1 to 13 years old, boys and girls, children with medical conditions such as: cleft palate/lip, heart defects, hearing loss, dislocated hips, albinism, orthopedic problems, blindness, severe scars, Hepatitis B, etc. 

· Healthy children six years old and above 

· Healthy children with a medical history: heart and other surgeries, etc. 

Children Currently in Our Program Waiting for Families:
Most of the time we are matching from a “common list” CCAA posts monthly for matching; this list can be accessed by many agency’s that have a China Waiting Child Program.  Occasionally CAWLI may receive an individual agency list as well.

Please see our website for children currently on our Waiting List at: http://chinaadoption.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=26&Itemid=45
How much time before you travel after you accept a pre-identified child with special needs? It will depend where you are in the process. If you have not started the home study or have not yet sent your dossier to the China center of Adoption Affairs, the wait will be longer than that of a family whose dossier is completed.  Please see the Steps & Fees on pages within the informational package for further information.

How to Apply to Our Waiting Child Program

· Contact Megan, our Social Work Manager, about our program for waiting children. 

· If you are interested in a specific child in our program, our agency will e-mail you a complete file which you can then show your doctor for evaluation. 

· At your request, our agency will request more/new tests and measurements from the Chinese welfare institute. 

· Please discuss your intentions to adopt a special needs child with your social worker as your home study needs to approve you adopt a child with special needs. 

· We request that you talk to adoptive parents who have adopted waiting children before. 

· Fill out the Letter of Intent form for the CCAA's preliminary approval (aka Pre-Approval). After we send your dossier to China or Letter of Intent (depending on where you are in the process), you will get a Pre-Approval to adopt the specific child you have matched with, after which you will received a Letter of Acceptance and then your final approval in the form of a Travel Notice document. 

In order to be matched with a child you must:
1. Have your dossier in the works with China Adoption With Love, Inc

2. Have a completed Special Needs Checklist on File at CAWLI

Common Medical Conditions for Waiting Children

The information provided here is a just a brief description of each condition according to our experience and Merriam-Webster’s medical dictionary.  In no way is it intended to replace a consultation with a pediatrician.

Albinism – A deficiency of pigment in the skin, hair, and iris.

Cleft Lip – A birth defect characterized by one or more clefts in the upper lip resulting from failure of the embryonic parts of the lip to unite.

Cleft Palate – A congenital fissure of the roof of the mouth produced by failure of the two maxillae to unite during embryonic development and often associated with cleft lip.

Clubfoot – A congenital deformity of the foot in which it is twisted out of position or shape.

Extra or Missing fingers/toes – A congenital defect resulting in extra/missing finger(s) or toe(s).

Hearing Loss – A partial loss of hearing, varies in severity.

Heart Condition – ASD/VSD or other congenital heart defects.

Atrial Septal Defect: A rare congenital heart defect where the atrial septum has not closed properly or was malformed during fetal development
Ventricular Septal Defect: A congenital heart defect in the lower ventricles.

Deafness – A total loss of hearing.

Hemangioma – A usually benign tumor made up of blood vessels that typically occurs as a purplish or reddish slightly elevated area of skin.   Also known as a “strawberry mark.”

Hepatitis B – A disease of the liver caused by infection.  Potential to be a chronic illness.

Hypospadia – An abnormality of the penis in which the urethra opens on the underside.
Missing Limbs – Congenital or environmental causes.

Orthopedic Need – Ranging from hip dysplasia to other deformities. 

Severe Scar/Birthmark – Congenital or environmental causes.  Usually considered severe if they are on a part of the body not usually covered by clothes.

Vision Loss – Partial or total loss of sight.
If you are uncertain about what any of the conditions entail, we encourage you to do some research to become familiar with them. 

* Talk with other families who have adopted a child with said Special Needs

* Talk with physicians who deal with these types of needs

Agency Policies

In the best interests of our children, and in the best interests of our prospective parents, we have agency guidelines regarding the dissemination of waiting children's files.  It is our most sincere hope that we do find families for these children, but we feel the need to do this in a way that is the most respectful:

· We only show a child's profile to one family at a time.  Only if there is no match will we then show the child's profile to another potential family. 

· We do not post children's photos online. 

· You are welcome to give us your contact information about what special needs you are considering without sending in an application.  However, please be aware that we approach families already in the process of adoption with CAWLI who have indicated their desire to adopt a special needs child before approaching families who have not yet formally started the process. (See the Steps & Fees pages for information on how this makes the process different.

By completing and submitting this form to CAWLI, you are also agreeing to do the following (Please initial each item): 

____Learn more about the conditions that are checked to better understand each one; 

 ____If your home study does not already approve you for a special needs child, discuss the potential of adopting a child with special needs with your social worker completing your home study & confirm their willingness to approve you for a child with special needs; 

____Keep your social worker and the CAWLI office updated with any changes to this list.

 ____ Identify and speak with parents of children with special needs to fully understand some or all the issues of parenting a child with special needs; 

____Attempt to speak with a medical doctor about the medical condition(s) that are checked in order to better understand the medical condition(s) and long term prognosis; 

 ____Keep a current I-171H USCIS Approval (Do not let it expire). Once a child is identified for you, the process will move quickly and not having current CIS approval could delay your travel 

CHINA ADOPTION WITH LOVE, INC.

251 Harvard Street, Suites  19&20

Brookline MA  02446

USA

www.cawli.org
Telephone:  (800) 888-9812, (617) 731-0798, (617) 739-7364 Fax:  (617)232-8288  e-mail:  info@cawli.org
Information about the Prospective Adoptive Parents

We are excited that you have decided to accept this child!

In order to process your Letter of Intent (Rehabilitation and Nurture Plan), we also need the following information.  Along with the ORIGINAL Letter of Intent (w/Rehab plan, decision (i.e. “We would gladly accept this child.”), and signatures, please return this form as well.  

Photographs
    1.  Passport type photo for  mom and dad (against a white wall, just shoulders and up.
    2.  Photo of family
You can send these via e-mail from your digital camera.  Please give us a call with any questions.
	Item
	        Adoptive Father
	        Adoptive Mother

	Name (as appears on Passport)
	
	

	D.O.B
	
	

	Citizenship
	
	

	Education
	
	

	Health Status
	
	

	Marital Status/Divorces(year)
	

	Occupation/Employer
	
	

	Annual Income (each spouse)
	

	Criminal record
	
	

	Net Assets and Liabilities(use Financial Statement in Intake Pkg. to figure)
	

	Children at Home
	

	Advantages of Nurturing (what you hope to offer a child)
	

	Expectations for child
	

	Home Study Completion Date & Agency
	

	Date
	


LETTER OF INTENT TO ADOPT SPECIAL NEED CHILD

Thank you for your care and help for the children of special needs

	Child’s Name: 
	Sex:   
	DOB: 

	From:   

	Health Status of Child: 

	Requirements for the Adoptive Parents: 


	Rehabilitation and Nurture Plan for the Child: 
This is different than the "Letter of Application and Commitment" that you did for your dossier.  This is your plan specifically for this child.  It should cover these issues:
· your sentiment about adopting _______

· your immediate and long term plan to care for _____medical needs 

· hospitals, specialists, resources in your area

· your immediate and long term child care plan (will you stay at home right after you come back, daycare, etc.) 

· your health insurance coverage 

· extended family and friend support 

· how you plan to keep _________ Chinese background a part of _____ life 

· any other thoughts on how you would care/nurture/love ________ :)
Decision of Adopter:

Signature of Adoptive Father:

Signature of Adoptive Mother:

Date:


